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Text and tune: Public domain 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.  

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

A Responsive Reading of Psalm 8 
From the lips of little children and nursing babies 

YOU HAVE ESTABLISHED STRENGTH BECAUSE OF YOUR FOES, 
TO PUT A STOP TO THE ENEMY AND THE AVENGER. 
 

Whenever I look up at your heavens, the works of your fingers, 
THE MOON AND THE STARS, WHICH YOU HAVE SET IN PLACE— 
 

what is man that you remember him, 
THE SON OF MAN THAT YOU PAY ATTENTION TO HIM! 
 



Nevertheless, you make him suffer need, 
APART FROM GOD FOR A WHILE, 
 

but you crown him with glory and honor. 

YOU MAKE HIM THE RULER OVER THE WORKS OF YOUR HANDS. 
 

You put everything under his feet: 

ALL FLOCKS AND CATTLE, AND EVEN THE WILD ANIMALS, 
 

the birds of the sky, and the fish of the sea, 
which pass through the currents of the seas. 

O LORD, OUR LORD, HOW MAJESTIC IS YOUR NAME IN ALL THE 
EARTH! 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all 
of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
  



Prayer 

P I  Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to 
acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity by the confession of a true 
faith and to worship the Unity in power of the Divine Majesty. Keep us 
steadfast in this faith and defend us from all adversities; for You, O 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, live and reign, one God, now and forever. 
 

C Amen. 
 

Reading Genesis 1:1-2:4 
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 

2 
(The earth was 

undeveloped and empty. Darkness covered the surface of the deep, and 
the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the waters. 
3 
God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 

4 
God saw that the 

light was good. He separated the light from the darkness. 
5 
God called the 

light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” There was evening and 
there was morning—the first day. 
6 
God said, “Let there be an expanse between the waters, and let it 

separate the water from the water.” 
7 
God made the expanse, and he 

separated the water that was below the expanse from the water that was 
above the expanse, and it was so. 

8 
God called the expanse “sky.” There 

was evening and there was morning—the second day. 
9 
God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together to one 

place, and let the dry land appear,” and it was so. ⎣The waters under the 
sky gathered to their own places, and the dry land appeared.⎦ 10 

God 
called the dry ground “land,” and the gathering places of the waters he 
called “seas.” God saw that it was good. 

11 
God said, “Let the earth 

produce plants—vegetation that produces seed, and trees that bear fruit 
with its seed in it—each according to its own kind on the earth,” and it was 
so. 

12 
The earth brought forth plants, vegetation that produces seed 

according to its own kind, and trees that bear fruit with its seed in it, each 
according to its own kind, and God saw that it was good. 

13 
There was 

evening and there was morning—the third day. 
14 

God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to divide the day 
from the night, and let them serve as markers to indicate seasons, days, 
and years. 

15 
Let them serve as lights in the expanse of the sky to give 

light to the earth,” and it was so. 
16 

God made the two great lights: the 
greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night. He also 
made the stars. 

17 
God set these lights in place in the expanse of the sky 

to provide light for the earth, 
18 

to rule over the day and over the night, and 
to divide the light from the darkness. God saw that it was good. 

19 
There 

was evening and there was morning—the fourth day. 
20 

God said, “Let the waters swarm with living creatures, and let birds and 
other winged creatures fly above the earth in the open expanse of the 
sky.” 

21 
God created the large sea creatures and every living creature that 

moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their own kind, and 



every winged bird according to its own kind. God saw that it was 
good. 

22 
God blessed them when he said, “Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the 

waters of the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 
23 

There was 
evening and there was morning—the fifth day. 
24 

God said, “Let the earth produce living creatures according to their own 
kind, livestock, creeping things, and wild animals according to their own 
kind,” and it was so. 

25 
God made the wild animals according to their own 

kind, and the livestock according to their own kind, and everything that 
creeps on the ground according to its own kind. God saw that it was good. 
26 

God said, “Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness, 
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of 
the sky, and over the livestock, and over all the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that crawls on the earth.” 
27 

God created the man in his own image. 
In the image of God he created him. 
Male and female he created them. 
28 

God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, 
and subdue it. Have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of 
the sky, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 

29 
God said, 

“Look, I have given you every plant that produces seed on the face of the 
whole earth, and every tree that bears fruit that produces seed. It will be 
your food. 

30 
To every animal of the earth, and to every bird of the sky, and 

to everything that creeps on the earth, in which there is the breath of life, I 
have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 
31 

God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. 
There was evening and there was morning—the sixth day. 
2:1

 The heavens and the earth were finished, along with everything in 
them. 

2 
On the seventh day God had finished his work that he had done, 

and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had been 
doing. 

3 
God blessed the seventh day and set it apart as holy, because on 

it he rested from all his work of creation that he had done. 
4 
This is the account about the development of the heavens and the earth 

when they were created, in the day that the Lord God made the earth and 
the heavens: 
 

Reading Acts 2:1–21 
Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and spoke loudly 
and clearly to them: … 
22 

“Men of Israel, hear these words! Jesus the Nazarene was a man 
recommended to you by God with miracles, wonders, and signs that God 
did through him among you, as you yourselves know. 

23 
This man, who 

was handed over by God’s set plan and foreknowledge, you killed by 
having lawless men nail him to a cross. 

24 
He is the one God raised up by 

freeing him from the agony of death, because death was not able to hold 
him in its grip. 
25 

“Indeed, David says concerning him: 



I saw the Lord always before me. 
Because he is at my right hand, 
I will not be shaken. 
26 

Therefore my heart was glad, 
and my tongue rejoiced. 
My flesh also will rest in hope, 
27 

because you will not abandon my life to the grave, 
nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 
28 

You have made known to me the paths of life. 
You will fill me with joy in your presence. 
29 

“Gentlemen, brothers, I can speak confidently to you about the patriarch 
David, that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this 
day. 

30 
Since he was a prophet and knew that God had sworn to him with 

an oath that he would seat one of his descendants on his throne, 
31 

he 
saw what was coming and spoke about the resurrection of Christ, saying 
that h

]
 was neither abandoned to the grave nor did his flesh see decay. 

32 
“This Jesus is the one God has raised up. We are all witnesses of 

that. 
33 

So, after he was exalted to the right hand of God and after he 
received the promised Holy Spirit from the Father, he poured out what you 
are now seeing and hearing. 
34 

“For David did not ascend into heaven, and yet he says: 
The Lord said to my Lord, 
‘Sit at my right hand, 
35 

until I make your enemies 
a footstool under your feet.’ 
36 

“Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made 
this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 

 
Reading Matthew 28:16-20   
The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had 
directed them. 17 When they saw him, they worshipped him, but some 
hesitated because they were uncertain. 18 Jesus approached and spoke 
to them saying, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. 19 Therefore go and gather disciples from all nations by baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 and by teaching them to keep all the instructions I have given 
you. And surely I am with you always until the end of the age.” 
 
Athanasian Creed (Part 1) 

L Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the catholic 
faith. 

C Whoever does not keep it whole and undefiled will without 
doubt perish eternally. 

L And the catholic faith is this, 



C that we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, 
neither confusing the persons nor dividing the substance. 

L For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and the Holy 
Spirit is another. 

C But the Godhead of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit is one: the glory equal, the majesty coeternal. 

L Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit: 

C the Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit 
uncreated; 

L the Father infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite; 

C the Father eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal. 

L And yet there are not three Eternals, but one Eternal, 

C just as there are not three Uncreated or three Infinites, but 
one Uncreated and one Infinite. 

L In the same way, the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, the 
Holy Spirit almighty; 

C and yet there are not three Almighties, but one Almighty. 

L So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God; 

C and yet there are not three Gods, but one God. 

L So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord; 

C and yet there are not three Lords, but one Lord. 

L Just as we are compelled by the Christian truth to acknowledge 
each distinct person as God and Lord, so also are we prohibited 
by the catholic religion to say that there are three Gods or Lords. 

C The Father is not made nor created nor begotten by anyone. 

L The Son is neither made nor created, but begotten of the Father 
alone. 

C The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, neither made 
nor created nor begotten, but proceeding. 

L Thus, there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three 
Sons; one Holy Spirit, not three Holy Spirits. 

C And in this Trinity none is before or after another; none is 
greater or less than another; 

L but the whole three persons are coeternal with each other and 
coequal, so that in all things, as has been stated above, the Trinity 
in Unity and Unity in Trinity is to be worshiped. 

C Therefore, whoever desires to be saved must think thus 
about the Trinity. 

 



760 What God Ordains Is Always Good 

 

 

 

 

 
5 What God ordains is always good: 

    Though I the cup am drinking 
Which savors now of bitterness, 
    I take it without shrinking. 
        For after grief        God gives relief, 
My heart with comfort filling 
And all my sorrow stilling. 

 
6 What God ordains is always good: 

    This truth remains unshaken. 
Though sorrow, need, or death be mine, 
    I shall not be forsaken. 
        I fear no harm,        For with His arm 
He shall embrace and shield me; 
So to my God I yield me. 

Text and tune: Public domain 



Sermon 

Athanasian Creed (Part 2) 

L But it is also necessary for everlasting salvation that one faithfully 
believe the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Therefore, it is the right faith that we believe and confess that 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is at the same time 
both God and man. 

L He is God, begotten from the substance of the Father before all 
ages; and He is man, born from the substance of His mother in 
this age: 

C perfect God and perfect man, composed of a rational soul 
and human flesh; 

L equal to the Father with respect to His divinity, less than the 
Father with respect to His humanity. 

C Although He is God and man, He is not two, but one Christ: 

L one, however, not by the conversion of the divinity into flesh, but 
by the assumption of the humanity into God; 

C one altogether, not by confusion of substance, but by unity of 
person. 

L For as the rational soul and flesh is one man, so God and man is 
one Christ, 

C who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose 
again the third day from the dead, 

L ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, God Almighty, from whence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 

C At His coming all people will rise again with their bodies and 
give an account concerning their own deeds. 

L And those who have done good will enter into eternal life, and 
those who have done evil into eternal fire. 

C This is the catholic faith; whoever does not believe it 
faithfully and firmly cannot be saved. 

 
Responsive Prayer: (each ending) 

A Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses  as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us;  



     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 
is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 
 

The Distribution 
 
504 Father Most Holy 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 



Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

506 Glory Be to God the Father 
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