
The Nativity of John the Baptist 
June 24, 2020 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church – Carrollton, IL 

 
Opening Versicles 

 

L This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  

L Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 

C slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents 
of evil. 

L Jesus said: If any man would come after Me, 

C let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 

L Christ was wounded for our transgressions. 

C He was bruised for our iniquities. 
  

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Readings From Holy Scripture 

 
Reading Luke 1:57–80 

L A reading from Luke, the first chapter. 
  
When the time came for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to 
a son. 58 Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown 
her great mercy, and they were rejoicing with her. 59 On the eighth day 
they came to circumcise the child. They wanted to call him Zechariah 
after the name of the father. 60 But his mother answered, “No. He will 
be called John.” 
61 They said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who is 
called by this name.” 62 They made signs to his father, to see what he 
wanted to name him. 
63 He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And they 
were all amazed. 



64 Immediately Zechariah’s mouth was opened, his tongue was loosed, 
and he began to speak, praising God. 65 Fear came on all who lived 
around them. In the entire hill country of Judea people were talking 
about all these things. 66 And everyone who heard this took it to heart, 
saying, “What then will this child be?” Clearly, the hand of the Lord was 
with him. 
67 His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied: 
68 Blessed is the Lord, the God of Israel, 
because he has visited us and prepared redemption for his people. 
69 He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of 
    his servant David, 
70 just as he said long ago through the mouth of his holy prophets. 
71 He raised up salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all 
    who hate us, 
72 in order to show mercy to our fathers by remembering his 
    holy covenant, 
73 the oath which he swore to Abraham our father, 
74 to grant deliverance to us from the hand of our enemies, 
so that we are able to serve him without fear, 
75 in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
76 And you, child, will be called a prophet of the Most High, 
because you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77 to give his people the knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness 
    of their sins, 
78 because of God’s tender mercies, 
by which the Rising Sun from on high will visit us, 
79 to shine on those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
80 The child continued to grow and became strong in spirit. He lived in 
the wilderness until the day of his public appearance to Israel. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 



     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
346 When All the World Was Cursed 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 

 
Sermon 

 
Stand 



Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Prayer 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and 
with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the 
world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all 
to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the 
common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or 
dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the 
widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
  
 

Collect of the Day 

L Almighty God, through John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, 
You once proclaimed salvation. Now grant that we may know this 
salvation and serve You in holiness and righteousness all the 
days of our life; through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Collect for the Word 

L Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written 
for our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, 
learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of 
Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed 
hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Morning Prayer 

C Lord Jesus, stay with us, for the evening is at hand and the 
day is past. Be our constant companion on the way, kindle 
our hearts, and awaken hope among us, that we may 
recognize You as You are revealed in the Scriptures and in 
the breaking of the bread. Grant this for Your name’s sake. 

 
Blessing 

 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

L The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us. 

C Amen. 
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