
June 4, 2020 

 

Thankfully we will be slowly returning to more normal worship at Our Redeemer this month. Governor 

Pritzker has now changed state guidance for churches removing all mandatory limits for churches. So we will 

be reducing the number of services this month while allowing more people in the sanctuary. We will begin this 

month at 25% of our current capacity (~80), so we can have about 20 people in our sanctuary (safely distanced 

– if there are many family groups that do not need to distance that number could move a little). We will not 

need to have advance registrations (though letting Pastor know when you are coming may still be nice for 

communion prep). Pastor will be able to set up overflow seating in our fellowship hall for about 20 more people 

to join in worship (and communion) while physically distancing.  

 

We want all people to find a comfortable, safe way to receive the Word and sacrament, so please share 

any concerns with Pastor. If you would prefer to have individual communion or communion in your home 

rather than at the church, I would be happy to do that. We will offer parking lot communion from the safety of 

your car (probably the safest option) if you would like or we can make an appointment at your home. 

Currently we plan to offer three services weekly in June. They will be; 

Saturday at 10 AM (starting June 6) 

Sunday at 9 AM (full service – as technology allows this will also be online or by phone call for those 

who are sick or need more social distance than we can provide, starting June 7) 

Wednesday at 6 PM (starting June 17 – Pastor is taking a short vacation on the 10
th

) 

 

While Sunday will be a mostly normal service for us (with some changes mentioned below, Wednesday 

and Saturday services will likely be shortened to meet the needs of those attending – perhaps like a 20 minute 

“shut-in” style communion service, or like a smaller service as we used to do on Saturday nights. (Speaking of 

Saturday night service – at our March voters meeting we decided to end those as we prepared for a dual parish 

arrangement with St John in Kampsville. Corona also impacted how that happened, but Kampsville is currently 

planning for 5 PM Saturday services at this time. Any who miss that time frame for worship would also be 

welcome there. For that matter Jerseyville would likely also welcome visitors Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM in 

their large sanctuary.) 

 

What will a “mostly normal service” look like? In addition to being spaced out in pews (or the 

fellowship hall) according to CDC guidance we will be taking additional precautions to love and protect our 

neighbor. Because we want to be diligent to protect those who will be gathering with us and so help as many as 

can to safely join in worship, we plan to also; 

 • If you are sick, not feeling well, or have an symptoms of COVID-19, please love and protect your 

neighbor by staying home and worshipping online or by phone.  

• If you are at higher risk of severe illness from this virus, understand that while we will do our best to 

minimize your risk of infection, we cannot guarantee it.  

• Please be on time or a little early for services so that we can make any adjustments needed for the 

particular service before it begins. And so Pastor (who will be doing all Communion prep to limit 

exposures) has time to ensure everything is ready on time for all present. 

 • Please wash your hands or use the hand sanitizer available when you enter the building, as well as 

following other healthy hygiene practices. 
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 • You are encouraged to wear masks in the church at least when moving about, but they are not required 

once you are in your pew. 

 • We will be taking measures to promote “social distancing,” by using only 1/3 of our pews at any 

service (marked by colored papers) thus providing spacing between households.  

• You are welcome to come to worship and refrain from communion if you are uncomfortable with the 

risks of receiving it. (And we would love to see all our baptized members in church too.) 

• If you are going to socialize and visit before or after service, please do so outside, when possible, and 

not in the church building, following proper “social distancing” measures. 

 • Please enter by the main doors which we will have propped open whenever possible.  

• Services will be conducted out of a printed bulletin, available in the entryway or on our website. 

Hymnals will not be available or necessary normally (Buy you can bring your own).  

• Please take a marked pew starting closest to the front of the church and moving back as pews fill. This 

will likely mean that you will not be seated in your “normal” spot, but is another way to protect those 

around us by making fewer close contacts.  

• We will be using our usual Divine Service settings including congregation responses and singing on 

Sunday.( If you have concerns about public singing or recitations even at greater than 6 foot distances, 

then you might want to come on Wednesday or Saturday.)  

• The offering will not be passed during the service, but will be collected in the back of the sanctuary 

before or after service.  

• Pastor will bring Communion to you in your pew (or in the “overflow” seating area).  

• We ask that, for sanitary reasons, you refrain from receiving the bread/body of Christ on the tongue, 

but open your palms wide to give us an easy target to drop the host. 

• Communion distribution will use only individual disposable cups, not the chalice for the time being. 

Individual cups will be spaced out in the tray to try to prevent touching multiple cups. We ask that you 

be careful to touch (and take) only the cup nearest you (not in the middle of the tray or the opposite side 

of the tray). These changes to “normal” communion practices are not the preferred practice for many of 

us, but is a small sacrifice we can make for a time to help everyone feel as safe as possible at this time. 

• Pews and the church will be sanitized following each service to prepare for the following service. This 

is part of why we have assigned seating, no hymnals etc. If you refrain from touching shared surfaces as 

much as possible that is very helpful to this end. The sanitizer sprayed on the pews will not be without 

effect on the finish of those items, but we can limit the impact by all being thoughtful. 

We will be doing our best to enforce these guidelines. I know there are a lot of them and they may seem 

overwhelming, but you will be given much of these instructions as we go and I don’t think they will be too 

burdensome. The voters have discussed these plans and feel they are in the best interest for our neighbor to help 

and support them in every physical need, while also providing necessary spiritual care.  

 

In addition to returning to gathering for worship, since all gatherings for any reason of 10 or less are 

permitted, BIBLE CLASS will once again be offered in person Sunday at 10:15 in the fellowship hall for those 

who desire it. We have been having an online study by Google Meet and that will continued to be offered as 

another way to join in study.  

 

Other meetings and church gatherings may also resume (like Bible Study) as members desire. We did 

not discuss use of the hall for non-church purposes, but since those won’t be covered as church activities and 

will be subject to government limits there should probably be no “hall rental use” for the foreseeable future.  

If you have any questions about any of these plans please contact Pastor or an elder.  

 

  Christ is Risen! 

   

  Pastor Jacobsen 

     

 


