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802 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.  

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/Stand 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 



P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all 
of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

 
Introit Psalm 66:8–20 

Bless our God, you peoples. 
LET THE SOUND OF HIS PRAISE BE HEARD. 
 

He is the one who has preserved our lives. 
HE DID NOT LET OUR FEET SLIP. 
 

Indeed, you tested us, God. 
YOU REFINED US AS SILVER IS REFINED. 
 

You led us into a trap. 
YOU LAID A BURDEN ON OUR BACKS. 
 

You let men ride over our heads. 
WE WENT THROUGH FIRE AND THROUGH WATER, 
 

but you brought us out to a well-watered place. 
I WILL COME TO YOUR HOUSE WITH WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS. 
 

I will fulfill my vows to you, which my lips uttered, 
 WHICH MY MOUTH SPOKE DURING MY TROUBLE. 
 

I will offer fat animals to you as whole burnt offerings, 
     along with the smoke from rams. 
I WILL OFFER CATTLE WITH GOATS.   
 



Come, listen, all you who fear God, 
AND LET ME TELL WHAT HE HAS DONE TO SAVE MY LIFE. 
 

To him I cried out with my mouth. 
HIGH PRAISE WAS ON MY TONGUE. 
 

If I had contemplated evil in my heart, 
the Lord would not have listened, 

 BUT GOD HAS SURELY LISTENED. 
 

He has paid attention to the sound of my prayer. 
BLESSED BE GOD, WHO HAS NOT TURNED ASIDE MY PRAYER 
OR TURNED ASIDE HIS MERCY FROM ME! 

 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. 

 
Kyrie LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on high: 

C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have 
mercy upon us. 
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Let us pray. 



O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant 
that we may think those things that are right and by Your merciful 
guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
First Reading Acts 17:16–31 

While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was very distressed to 
see that the city was full of idols. 17 So he led a discussion in the 
synagogue with the Jews and those who feared God, as well as with 
those who happened to be in the marketplace every day. 
18 Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also debated with 
him. Some said, “What is this seed picker trying to say?” Others said, 
“He seems to be someone who is proclaiming foreign gods.” They said 
this because Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus and the 
resurrection. 
19 They took him and brought him to the council of the Areopagus, 
saying, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are talking 
about? 20 You seem to be bringing in some ideas that are strange to 
our ears, so we want to know what these things mean.” 21 (All the 
Athenians and the foreigners who lived there enjoyed doing nothing 
more than telling or listening to something new.) 
22 Then Paul stood up in front of the council of the Areopagus and said, 
“Men of Athens, I see that you are very religious in every way. 23 For as 
I was walking around and carefully observing your objects of worship, I 
even found an altar on which had been inscribed, ‘To an unknown 
god.’ Now what you worship as unknown—this is what I am going to 
proclaim to you. 
24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of 
heaven and earth and does not live in temples made with 
hands. 25 Neither is he served by human hands, as if he needed 
anything, since he himself gives all people life and breath and 
everything they have. 26 From one man, he made every nation of 
mankind to live over the entire face of the earth. He determined the 
appointed times and the boundaries where they would live. 27 He did 
this so they would seek God and perhaps reach out for him and find 
him, though he is not far from each one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and 
move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, 
‘Indeed, we are also his offspring.’ 
29 “Therefore, since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that 
the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by 



human skill and planning. 30 Although God overlooked the times of 
ignorance, he is now commanding all people everywhere to 
repent, 31 because he has set a day on which he is going to judge the 
world in righteousness by the man he appointed. He provided proof of 
this to everyone by raising him from the dead.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 1 Peter 3:13–22 
Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14 But even if 
you should happen to suffer because of righteousness, you are 
blessed. Do not be afraid of what they fear, and do not be 
troubled. 15 But regard the Lord, the Christ, as holy in your 
hearts. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks 
you to give a reason for the hope that is in you. 16 But speak with 
gentleness and respect, while maintaining a clear conscience, so that 
those who attack your good way of life in Christ may be put to shame 
because they slandered you as evildoers. 
17 Indeed, it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for 
doing evil, 18 because Christ also suffered once for sins in our 
place, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was 
put to death in flesh[i] but was made alive in spirit, 19 in which he also 
went and made an announcement to the spirits in prison. 20 These 
spirits disobeyed long ago, when God’s patience was waiting in the 
days of Noah while the ark was being built. In this ark a few, that is, 
eight souls, were saved by water. 21 And corresponding to that, 
baptism now saves you—not the removal of dirt from the body but the 
guarantee of a good conscience before God through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. 22 He went to heaven and is at the right hand of God, 
with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Alleluia LSB 190 

C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel John 14:15–21 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+3%3A13%E2%80%9322&version=EHV#fen-EHV-30430i


“If you love me, hold on to my commands. 16 I will ask the Father, and 
he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever. 17 He is the 
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it does not see 
him or know him. You know him because he stays with you and will be 
in you. 
18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while 
the world will see me no longer, but you will see me. Because I live, 
you also will live. 20 In that day you will know that I am in my Father, 
and you in me, and I in you. 21 The one who has my commands and 
holds on to them is the one who loves me. And the one who loves me 
will be loved by my Father. I too will love him and show myself to him.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 



468 I Am Content! My Jesus Ever Lives 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

 

Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy 
Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with 
Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 



Hymn of Response: 486 If Christ Had Not Been Raised from Death 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1985 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 
Tune: © 2003 Phillip Magness. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 

 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P Save and defend Your whole Church, purchased with the precious 
blood of Christ. Strengthen Your faithful people through the Word 
and the holy Sacraments, making them perfect in love and in all 
good works, and establishing in them the faith once delivered to 
the saints. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Send the light of Your truth into all the earth. Raise up faithful 
servants of Christ to advance the Gospel both at home and in 
distant lands. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Preserve our nation in justice and honor that we may lead a 
peaceable life with integrity. Grant health and favor to all who bear 
office in our land, especially President and congress of the United 
States, Governor Pritzker and legislature of this state, and to all 
those who make, administer, and judge our laws. Help them to 
serve this people according to Your holy will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Sanctify our homes with Your presence, and bless them with joy. 
Keep our children in the covenant of their Baptism, and enable 
their parents to bring them up in lives of faith and devotion. Unite 



the members of all families in a spirit of affection and service that 
they may show Your praise in our land and in all the world. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P By Your Word and Holy Spirit comfort all who are in sorrow or 
need, sickness or adversity (especially [name]). Be with those who 
suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those to whom 
death draws near (especially [name]). Bring consolation to those 
in sorrow, and grant to all a measure of Your love, taking them 
into Your tender care. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served 
You in Your Church on earth, who now rest from their labors 
(especially [name]). Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints, and 
bring us at last to the joys of Your heavenly kingdom. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant 
us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come,  
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto 
you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 



465 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 
Tune: Public domain 
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