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477 Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, 3) and tune: Public domain 
Text (st. 2): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 



C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Introit:  Psalm 146 
           Praise the Lord. 
PRAISE THE LORD, O MY SOUL. 
 

  I will praise the Lord as long as I live. 
I WILL MAKE MUSIC TO MY GOD AS LONG AS I EXIST. 

 

Do not trust in human helpers, 
IN A MORTAL MAN WHO CANNOT SAVE YOU. 

 

His spirit departs. He returns to the ground he came from. 
ON THAT DAY, HIS PLANS HAVE PERISHED. 
 

Blessed is everyone who has the God of Jacob as his help. 
HIS HOPE IS IN THE LORD HIS GOD, 
 

the Maker of heaven and earth, 
    the sea, and everything which is in them. 

HE IS THE ONE WHO STAYS FAITHFUL FOREVER. 
 

He obtains justice for the oppressed. 
He gives food to the hungry. 

THE LORD RELEASES PRISONERS. 
 

The Lord opens the eyes of the blind. 
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down. 

THE LORD LOVES THE RIGHTEOUS. 
 



The Lord watches over the aliens. 
The fatherless and the widow he sustains, 

BUT HE TURNS ASIDE THE WAY OF THE WICKED. 
 
    The Lord reigns forever. Your God, O Zion, rules for all generations. 
PRAISE THE LORD. 

 
Kyrie LSB 168 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 
Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

This Is the Feast LSB 171 

A This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 

C Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us 
free to be people of God. 
Power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and 
blessing and glory are His. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all 
creation:  Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God 
and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was 
slain has begun His reign. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant 
that we may love what You have commanded and desire what You 
promise, that among the many changes of this world our hearts may 



be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
First Reading Acts 6:1–9; 7:2a, 51–60 
In those days, as the number of disciples was increasing, a complaint 
arose from the Greek-speaking Jews against the Hebrew-speaking 
Jews, because their widows were being overlooked in the daily 
distribution of food. 
2So the Twelve called together the whole group of disciples and said, “It 
is not right for us to neglect the word of God in order to wait on tables. 
3Brothers, carefully select from among you seven men with good 
reputations, who are full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom. We will put them 
in charge of this service. 4But we will devote ourselves to prayer and the 
ministry of the word.” 
5This proposal pleased the entire group. They chose Stephen, a man full 
of faith and the Holy Spirit, also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, 
Parmenas, and Nicholas, a proselyte from Antioch. 
6They had these men stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid 
their hands on them. 
7The word of God kept on spreading, and the number of disciples in 
Jerusalem increased greatly. Also a large group of priests became 
obedient to the faith. 
8Now Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and 
miraculous signs among the people. 9Some men who were from what is 
called the Synagogue of the Freedmen (Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and 
some from Cilicia and Asia) rose up and disputed with Stephen. 
7:2Stephen said, “Gentlemen, brothers and fathers, listen! 
51“You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You 
always resist the Holy Spirit! You are doing just what your fathers did. 
52Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? They killed 
those who prophesied the coming of the Righteous One, and now you 
have become his betrayers and murderers— 53you who received the law 
as transmitted by angels, but did not keep it.” 
54When they heard these things, they were furious and gnashed their 
teeth at him. 55But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed up into heaven 
and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 
56He said, “Look, I see heaven opened, and the Son of Man standing at 
the right hand of God.” 
57But they screamed at the top of their voices, covered their ears, and 
rushed at him with one purpose in mind. 58They threw him out of the city 



and stoned him. The witnesses laid their cloaks at the feet of a young 
man named Saul. 
59While they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive 
my spirit!” 60Then he fell to his knees and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, 
do not hold this sin against them.” After he said this, he fell asleep. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 1 Peter 2:2–10 
Like newborn babies, crave the pure milk of the word so that by it you 
may grow up with the result being salvation. 3Certainly you have tasted 
that the Lord is good! 
4As you come to him, the Living Stone, rejected by men but chosen by 
God and precious, 5you also, like living stones, are being built as a 
spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, in order to bring spiritual 
sacrifices that are acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it says 
in Scripture: 
See, I lay a stone in Zion, 
a chosen and precious cornerstone, 
and the one who believes in him will certainly not be put to shame. 
7Therefore, for you who believe, this is an honor. But for those who do 
not believe: 
The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone, 
8and, 
a stone over which they stumble 
and a rock over which they fall. 
Because they continue to disobey the word, they stumble over it. And 
that is the consequence appointed for them. 
9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, the 
people who are God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the 
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
10At one time you were not a people, but now you are the people of God. 
At one time you were not shown mercy, but now you have been shown 
mercy. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse LSB 173 

C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 



Holy Gospel John 14:1–14 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 “Do not let your heart be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 
2In my Father’s house are many mansions. If it were not so, I would 
have told you. I am going to prepare a place for you. 3And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and take you to be with me, 
so that you may also be where I am. 4You know where I am going, and 
you know the way.” 
5“Lord, we don’t know where you are going,” Thomas replied, “so how 
can we know the way?” 
6Jesus said to him, “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one 
comes to the Father, except through me. 7If you know me, you would 
also know my Father. From now on you do know him and have seen 
him.” 
8“Lord,” said Philip, “show us the Father, and that is enough for us.” 
9“Have I been with you so long,” Jesus answered, “and you still do not 
know me, Philip? The one who has seen me has seen the Father. How 
can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Don’t you believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I am telling you I am not 
speaking on my own, but the Father who remains in me is doing his 
works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father is in me. Or 
else believe because of the works themselves. 
12“Amen, Amen,1 I tell you: The one who believes in me will do the 
works that I am doing. And he will do even greater works than these, 
because I am going to the Father.13I will do whatever you ask in my 
name so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If you ask me for 
anything in my name, I will do it. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 

 

                                                           
1
 Usually, people say Amen at the end of a prayer. But Jesus used this Hebrew 

word at the beginning of a statement, which was unique. The inspired writer 

simply transliterated the Hebrew word that Jesus spoke, instead of using a Greek 

term. This translation does the same in English. The basic meaning is I solemnly 

tell you the truth. For more information about this, see FAQ #1 at 

wartburgproject.org/faqs 



797 Praise the Almighty 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Sermon 
 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 
and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Hymn of Response: 464 The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Prayer of the Church 

P Almighty God, we give thanks for all Your goodness and bless You 
for the love that sustains us from day to day. We praise You for the 
gift of Your Son, our Savior, in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins. We thank You for the Holy Spirit, the Comforter; 
for Your holy Church, for the means of grace, for the lives of all 
faithful and just people, and for the hope of the life to come. Help us 
to treasure in our hearts all that You have done for us, and enable 
us to show our thankfulness in lives that are wholly given to Your 
service. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Save and defend Your whole Church, purchased with the precious 
blood of Christ. Strengthen Your people through the Word and the 
holy Sacraments, making them perfect in love and in all good 
works, and establishing in them the faith. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 



P Preserve our nation that we may lead a peaceable life with integrity. 
Grant health and favor to all who bear office in our land, especially 
President Trump and Governor Pritzker  and to all those who make, 
administer, and judge our laws. Help them to serve this people 
according to Your holy will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Bless the schools of the Church and all colleges, universities, and 
centers of research and those who teach and work in them. Grant 
Your wisdom that people may serve You honorably in Church and 
state, and that our lives may be conformed to the ways of Your 
truth. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Sanctify our homes with Your presence, and bless them with joy. As 
we give thanks for all mothers this day, we pray that you would 
keep our children in the covenant of their Baptism, and enable their 
parents to bring them up in lives of faith and devotion. Unite our 
families in a spirit of affection and service that they may show Your 
praise in our land and in all the world. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Let Your blessing remain upon the seedtime and harvest, the 
commerce and industry, the leisure and rest, the arts and culture of 
our people. Take under Your special protection those whose work is 
difficult or dangerous, and be with all who put their hands to any 
useful task. Give them the just rewards for their labor and the 
knowledge that their work is a blessing in Your sight. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P By Your Word and Holy Spirit comfort all who are in sorrow or need, 
sickness or adversity (especially [name]). Be with those who suffer 
persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those to whom death 
draws near (especially [name]). Bring consolation to those in 
sorrow, and grant to all a measure of Your love, taking them into 
Your tender care. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served 
You in Your Church on earth, who now rest from their labors 
(especially [name]). Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints, and 
bring us at last to the joys of Your heavenly kingdom. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant 
us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. 

C Amen. 



Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven;  give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses  as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us;  and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Benediction LSB 183 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

482 This Joyful Eastertide 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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