
Good Friday 
April 14, 2017 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church – Carrollton, IL 
 
The Processional of the Cross 
 (Stand to face the cross as it and the Christ candle enter) 
 
THE CALL TO WORSHIP (Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9) 

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through 
the heavens, namely, Jesus the Son of God, let us continue to hold 
on to our confession 

 FOR WE DO NOT HAVE A HIGH PRIEST WHO IS UNABLE TO 
SYMPATHIZE WITH OUR WEAKNESSES, BUT ONE WHO HAS BEEN 
TEMPTED IN EVERY WAY, JUST AS WE ARE, YET WAS WITHOUT 
SIN.  
 

So let us approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that 
we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

IN THE DAYS OF HIS FLESH, HE OFFERED PRAYERS AND PLEAS 
WITH LOUD CRIES AND TEARS TO THE ONE WHO WAS ABLE TO 
SAVE HIM FROM DEATH, 

 
 and he was heard because of his reverence. Although he was the 
Son, he learned obedience from the things he suffered. 

AFTER HE WAS BROUGHT TO HIS GOAL, HE BECAME THE 
SOURCE OF ETERNAL SALVATION FOR EVERYONE WHO OBEYS 
HIM 
 

Confession and Absolution:  
 

HOLY AND GRACIOUS GOD, I CONFESS THAT I HAVE SINNED 
AGAINST YOU THIS DAY. SOME OF MY SIN I KNOW- THE 
THOUGHTS AND WORDS AND DEEDS OF WHICH I AM ASHAMED – 
BUT SOME IS KNOWN ONLY TO YOU. IN THE NAME OF JESUS 
CHRIST I ASK FORGIVENESS. DELIVER AND RESTORE ME THAT I 
MAY REST IN PEACE. 

 

By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus, and in Him we are 
forgiven.  

 

THE PASSION: MATTHEW 27:1-10   
Early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people 
reached the decision to put Jesus to death. 2 They bound him, led him 
away, and handed him over to Pontius Pilate, the governor. 



3 Then when Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was 
condemned, he felt remorse. He brought back the thirty pieces of silver 
to the chief priests and elders 4 and said, “I have sinned by betraying 
innocent blood.” But they said, “What is that to us? That’s your problem.” 
5 He threw the pieces of silver into the temple and left. Then he went out 
and hanged himself. 6 The chief priests took the pieces of silver and 
said, “It is not lawful to put these into the treasury, since it is blood 
money.” 7 They reached a decision to buy the potter’s field with the 
money, as a burial place for foreigners. 8 So that field has been called 
The Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then what was spoken through 
Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: 
They took the thirty pieces of silver, the price the sons of Israel had set 
for him, 10 and they gave them for the potter’s field, just as the Lord 
commanded me. 
 
440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now  (2 candles are put out) sts. 1–4 
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THE PASSION: MATTHEW 27:11-18   
When Jesus stood in the presence of the governor, the governor asked 
him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 
Jesus said to him, “It is as you say.” 
12 When he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he answered 
nothing. 13 Then Pilate said to him, “Don’t you hear how many things 
they are testifying against you?” 
14 But he did not answer him—not even one word, so that the governor 
was very surprised. 
15 At the time of the Festival the governor had a custom to release to the 
crowd any one prisoner they wanted. 16 At that time they were holding a 
notorious prisoner named Barabbas. 17 So when they were assembled, 
Pilate said to them, “Which one do you want me to release to you? 
Barabbas—or Jesus, who is called Christ?” 18 For Pilate knew that they 
had handed Jesus over to him because of envy. 
 
450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded (2 candles are put out) sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 
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THE PASSION: MATTHEW 27:19-30   
While he was sitting on the judgment seat, Pilate’s wife sent him a 
message. “Have nothing to do with that righteous man,” she said, “since 
I have suffered many things today in a dream because of him.” 20 But the 
chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas 



and to have Jesus put to death. 21 The governor asked them, “Which of 
the two do you want me to release to you?”   “Barabbas!” they said. 
22 Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with Jesus, who is called 
Christ?”     They all said to him, “Crucify him!” 
23 But the governor said, “Why? What has he done wrong?” 
But they kept shouting even louder: “Crucify him!” 
24 When Pilate saw that he was accomplishing nothing and that instead it 
was turning into a riot, he took water, washed his hands in front of the 
crowd, and said, “I am innocent of this righteous man’s blood. It is your 
responsibility.” 
25 And all the people answered, “Let his blood be on us and on our 
children!” 
26 Then he released Barabbas to them, but he had Jesus flogged and 
handed him over to be crucified. 
27 Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and 
gathered the whole cohort of soldiers around him. 28 They stripped him 
and put a scarlet robe on him. 29 They twisted together a crown of thorns 
and put it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand, knelt in front of 
him, and mocked him by saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 They spit on 
him, took the staff, and hit him repeatedly on his head. 
 
450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded sts. 4–7 
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THE PASSION: JOHN 19:4-12   
Pilate went outside again and said to them, “Look, I am bringing him out 
to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.” 
5 So Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. 
Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!” 
6 When the chief priests and guards saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! 
Crucify!” 
Pilate told them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no 
basis for a charge against him.” 
7 The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he 
ought to die, because he claimed to be the Son of God.” 
8 When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid. 9 He went 
back inside the palace again and asked Jesus, “Where are you from?” 
But Jesus gave him no answer. 
10 So Pilate asked him, “Are you not talking to me? Don’t you know that I 
have the authority to release you or to crucify you?” 
11 Jesus answered, “You would have no authority over me at all if it had 
not been given to you from above. Therefore the one who handed me 
over to you has the greater sin.” 
12 From then on Pilate tried to release Jesus. But the Jews shouted, “If 
you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar! Anyone who claims to 
be a king opposes Caesar!” 

 
451 Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted 
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THE PASSION: JOHN 19:13-22 
When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside. He sat down 
on the judge’s seat at a place called the Stone Pavement, or Gabbatha 
in Aramaic. 14 It was about the sixth hour on the Preparation Day for the 
Passover. Pilate said to the Jews, “Here is your king!” 
15 They shouted, “Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!” 
Pilate said to them, “Should I crucify your king?” 
“We have no king but Caesar!” the chief priests answered. 
16 So then Pilate handed Jesus over to them to be crucified. 
So they took Jesus away. 17 Carrying his own cross, he went out to what 
is called the Place of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called 
Golgotha. 18 There they crucified him with two others, one on each side, 
and Jesus in the middle. 
19 Pilate also had a notice written and fastened on the cross. It read, 
“Jesus the Nazarene, the King of the Jews.” 
20 Many of the Jews read this notice, because the place where Jesus 
was crucified was near the city, and it was written in Aramaic, Latin, and 
Greek. 
21 So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King 
of the Jews,’ but that ‘this man said, “I am the King of the Jews.”’” 
22 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 

 
  



452 O Perfect Life of Love sts. 1–4 
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THE PASSION: JOHN 19:23-30 
When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided 
them into four parts, one part for each soldier. They also took his tunic, 
which was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom. 24 So they 
said to one another, “Let’s not tear it. Instead, let’s cast lots to see who 
gets it.” This was so that the Scripture might be fulfilled which says: 
They divided my garments among them 
and cast lots for my clothing. 
So the soldiers did these things. 
25 Jesus’ mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene were standing near the cross. 
26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing 
nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son!” 27 Then he 
said to the disciple, “Here is your mother!” And from that time this 
disciple took her into his own home. 
28 After this, knowing that everything had now been finished, and to fulfill 
the Scripture, Jesus said, “I thirst.” 
29 A jar full of sour wine was sitting there. So they put a sponge soaked 
in sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. 
30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished!” Then, 
bowing his head, he gave up his spirit. 

 
  



452 O Perfect Life of Love sts. 5–7 
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THE PASSION: JOHN 19:31-42   
Since it was the Preparation Day, the Jews did not want the bodies left 
on the crosses over the Sabbath (because that Sabbath was a 
particularly important day). They asked Pilate to have the men’s legs 
broken and the bodies taken away. 32 So the soldiers came and broke 
the legs of the first man who was crucified with Jesus, and then those of 
the other man. 
33 But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they 
did not break his legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side 
with a spear. Immediately blood and water came out. 35 The one who 
saw it has testified, and his testimony is true. He knows that he is telling 
the truth, so that you also may believe. 36 Indeed, these things happened 
so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, “Not one of his bones will be 
broken.” 37 Again another Scripture says, “They will look at the one they 
pierced.” 
38 After this, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but 
secretly for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him remove Jesus’ body. 
When Pilate gave him permission, he came and took Jesus’ body 
away. 39 Nicodemus, who earlier had come to Jesus at night, also came 
bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-two pounds. 
40 They took Jesus’ body and bound it with linen strips along with the 
spices, in accord with Jewish burial customs. 
41 There was a garden at the place where Jesus was crucified. And in 
the garden was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. 42 So 
they laid Jesus there, because it was the Jewish Preparation Day, and 
the tomb was near. 
 

 
Sermon 

 



Prayers 
 

P Lord, have mercy. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P Christ, have mercy. 

C Christ, have mercy. 

  

P Lord, have mercy. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our Lord 
Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and delivered into the 
hands of sinful men to suffer death upon the cross; through the 
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, You willed that Your Son should 
bear for us the pains of the cross and so remove from us the power 
of the adversary. Help us so to remember and give thanks for our 
Lord’s passion that we may receive forgiveness of sin and 
redemption from everlasting death; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

The final candle is removed, there is the strepitus  a loud sound representing the 
earthquake Matthew reports at Jesus’ death and the closing of the tomb, and then the 
return of the light. All these things signify how Jesus’ story would continue as Isaiah 
foretold. 
 



Isaiah 53:1-12   Who has believed our report, 
and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot and like a root from dry 
ground. 
He had no attractiveness and no majesty. 
When we saw him, nothing about his appearance made us desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by men, a man who knew grief, 
who was well acquainted with suffering. 
Like someone whom people cannot bear to look at, 
he was despised, and we thought nothing of him. 
4 Surely he was taking up our weaknesses, 
and he was carrying our sufferings. 
We thought it was because of God 
    that he was stricken, smitten, and afflicted, 
5 but it was because of our rebellion that he was pierced. 
He was crushed for the guilt our sins deserved. 
The punishment that brought us peace was upon him, 
and by his wounds we are healed. 
6 We all have gone astray like sheep. Each of us has turned to his own 
way, 
but the LORD has charged all our guilt to him. 
7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his 
mouth. 
Like a lamb he was led to the slaughter, 
and like a sheep that is silent in front of its shearers, 
he did not open his mouth. 
8 He was taken away without a fair trial and without justice, 
and of his generation, who even cared? 
So, he was cut off from the land of the living. 
He was struck because of the rebellion of my people. 
(strepitus) 
 
9 They would have assigned him a grave with the wicked, 
but he was given a grave with the rich in his death, 
because he had done no violence, 
and no deceit was in his mouth. 
10 Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and to allow him to suffer. 
Because you made his life a guilt offering, he will see offspring. 
He will prolong his days, 
and the LORD’s gracious plan will succeed in his hand. 
11 After his soul experiences anguish, he will see the light of life. 
 
 



He will provide satisfaction. 
Through their knowledge of him, my just servant will justify the many, 
for he himself carried their guilt. 
 12 Therefore I will give him an allotment among the great, 
and with the strong he will share plunder, 
because he poured out his life to death, 
and he let himself be counted with rebellious sinners. 
He himself carried the sin of many, and he intercedes for the rebels. 
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