
Easter Vigil 
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Our Redeemer Lutheran – Carrollton, IL 
 

We sing  "There is a Balm in Gilead”       hymn 749 

 

   Refrain: There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole 
 There is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick soul 
Sometimes I feel discouraged and think my work’s in vain, 
But then the Holy Spirit revives my soul again. Refrain 
 

If you cannot preach like Peter, if you cannot pray like Paul, 
You can tell the love of Jesus and say He died for all. Refrain 
 

Don’t ever feel discouraged, for Jesus is your friend; 
And if you lack for knowledge, He’ll ne’er refuse to lend. Refrain 
 

  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

  Amen 

 

 

  Beloved in the Lord, on this most holy night, in which our Lord 
Jesus passed over from death to life, we are gathered here in vigil 
and prayer.  This is the Passover of the Lord in which, by hearing 
his Word and celebrating his sacraments, we share in his victory 
over death.  Let us pray.  O God, you are like a refiner's fire, and 
your Spirit enkindles the hearts of your faithful people with the fire 
of your love.  Bless, we implore you, this new flame and those 
who keep this joyful Easter festival that, burning with desire for life 
with you, we may be found rightly prepared to share in the Feast 
of Light which has no end; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  
 

  Amen 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 



The Paschal Candle is rededicated for service: 
  Christ Jesus, the same yesterday, today, and forever, the 

beginning and the ending, the Alpha and Omega.  
May the light of Christ, who is risen in glory from the dead, scatter 
all the darkness of our hearts and minds. 
 

  Let us pray. 
Almighty and most merciful God, pour out on us your abundant 
blessing that all who in true faith share this night in joyful 
celebration of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the 
dead may be filled with your heavenly benediction.  Once we were 
in darkness, but now we are in the Light, even Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.  
 

 Amen 
 

Candles are lit from the paschal candle and all follow the candle 
bearer into the darkened church.  
 

EASTER PROCLAMATION (Exsultet): 
 

 Rejoice now, all you heav'nly choirs of angels; … Rejoice, 
O Church of Christ, clothed in the brightness of this light; let all 
this house of God ring out with rejoicing, with the praises of all 
God's faithful people. 
 

 The Lord be with you. 
 

 And with your spirit. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 
 

 We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
 It is good and right so to do. 
 It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places, … Let Christ, the true light and morning 
star, shine in our hearts, he who gives light to all creation, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
 

 Amen 
  In this most holy night our Savior, Christ, the Lord, broke 

the power of death and by his resurrection brought life and 
salvation to all creation.  Let us praise the Lord, for he truly keeps 
his Word.  The sun of righteousness has dawned upon us who 
have sat in darkness and in the shadow of death. 
 



You are encouraged to read at home some of the Scriptures for 
Easter Eve. You can find several and their collects at the end of 
the bulletin(or see https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=131) 

 

Each reading is followed by a brief silence for reflection on God's 
Word.  The reader can then read a Collect as Pastor does with 
Daniel 6:1-24  &  1 Peter 4:1-8 

 

  Let us pray to the Lord.  … through Jesus Christ, your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  
 

  Amen 
 

456 Were You There 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 

P On this holiest of nights, the whole Church of our Lord 
Jesus Christ recalls His death and burial, rejoicing with great joy in 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=131


the Gospel of His glorious and mighty resurrection from the dead. 
The apostle Paul says: (Romans 6)… 

 Prayers… 

C Amen. 
 

P Do you renounce the devil? 

C Yes, I renounce him. 

P Do you renounce all his works? 

C Yes, I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce all his ways? 

C Yes, I renounce them. 
 

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth? 

C Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth. 

  

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son? 

C Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 
and was buried; He descended into hell; the third day He 
rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and 
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

C Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 

 

P The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has given you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has 
forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life 

T everlasting. 

C Amen. 
  
Litany of the Resurrection 

A O Lord, 

C have mercy. 



A O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

A O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

A Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C hear us. 

A Paschal Lamb, who was offered for us and has taken away 
the sin of the world, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who was crucified for our transgressions and raised for our 
justification, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who foretold Your passion saying, “The Son of Man must be 
crucified and on the third day rise again,” 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who destroyed death by dying, and by rising to life again 
brought life and immortality to light, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Whose resurrection was first announced by an angel to the 
women, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who appeared to Mary Magdalene and was worshiped by 
her, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who revealed Yourself to the two disciples on the Emmaus 
road and made Yourself known to them in the Scriptures and 
in the breaking of the bread, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who appeared to the disciples, bestowing on them Your 
peace and Your Spirit, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who showed Your wounded hands and side to the apostle 
Thomas that he too might believe, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who appeared to seven disciples on the Sea of Tiberias, 
bringing a miraculous catch of fish, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who appeared to Peter and to the Twelve, to over 500 
disciples, to James and to all the apostles, and to Paul on the 
Damascus road, 

C have mercy on us. 



A Who commissioned Your Church to make disciples of all 
nations by baptizing and teaching them, 

C have mercy on us. 

A By Your glorious resurrection from the dead, 

C good Lord, deliver us. 

A By Your victory over sin and death, 

C good Lord, deliver us. 

A By the majesty of Your risen body, 

C good Lord, deliver us. 

A We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, Lord Jesus. 

A That we may daily die and rise with You in our Baptism and 
walk in the freedom of Your forgiveness, 

C grant us, good Lord. 

A That we may set our minds on things above and not on 
earthly things, serving others as we have been served by 
You, 

C grant us, good Lord. 

A That we may dwell with You forever in the new creation as 
citizens of the heavenly Jerusalem, together with all the 
saints, 

C grant us, good Lord. 

A Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 

A O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

A O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

A O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen. 
 
 
Easter Acclamation 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 



  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 27th 
chapter. 

  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

  As evening approached, there came a rich man from 
Arimathea, named Joseph, who had himself become a disciple of 
Jesus.  58 Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body, and Pilate 
ordered that it be given to him.  59 Joseph took the body, wrapped 
it in a clean linen cloth,  60 and placed it in his own new tomb that 
he had cut out of the rock. He rolled a big stone in front of the 
entrance to the tomb and went away.  61 Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary were sitting there opposite the tomb.  

62 The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests 
and the Pharisees went to Pilate.  63 “Sir,” they said, “we remember 
that while he was still alive that deceiver said, ‘After three days I 
will rise again.’  64 So give the order for the tomb to be made 
secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and 
steal the body and tell the people that he has been raised from the 
dead. This last deception will be worse than the first.”  
65 “Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as secure 
as you know how.”  66 So they went and made the tomb secure by 
putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

  Bless we the Lord. 
 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

  The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the  Son, 
 and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

  Amen 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
461 I Know That My Redeemer Lives sts. 6–8 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Readings to be added for in home devotions: 
FIRST LESSON  Genesis 1:1--2:2    
 
(Silence for meditation) 
 
Reader:  Almighty God, you most wonderfully created human 
nature and yet more wonderfully redeemed it.  Grant that in your 
mercy we may be conformed to the image of him who came to 
share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People:  Amen. 
 
 
SECOND LESSON  Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13    
 
(Silence for meditation) 
 
Reader:  O Lord, whose wrath burned for the evil of men, you kill 
and bring again to life according to your own purpose; you brought 
the flood on a wicked and perverse generation yet saved faithful 
Noah and his family.  Open your eyes to behold in mercy your 



Church that in it your work of mercy may come to its fullness and 
that the ends of the earth may know your salvation; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 
People:  Amen. 
 
 
THIRD LESSON  Genesis 22:1-18  
 
(Silence for meditation) 
 
Reader:  O God, you promised to faithful Abraham that he would 
be the father of many peoples, and in the Easter Sacrament of 
Holy Baptism you raised up for yourself one people.  Grant to your 
Church a hearty trust in all your promises; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 
People:  Amen. 
 
 
FOURTH LESSON  Exodus 14:10--15:1     
 
(Silence for meditation) 
 
Reader:  O God, you once delivered your people Israel from 
bondage under Pharaoh and led them in safety through the Red 
Sea, thereby giving us a picture of our baptism.  Grant that we 
may ever be faithful to your baptismal promise, live in its grace, 
and show forth to all people your desire that all should be made 
the children of Abraham; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People:  Amen. 
 
 
FIFTH LESSON  Isaiah 55:1-11    
 
(Silence for meditation) 
 
Reader:  Almighty God, by the power of your Word all things were 
created and are sustained; you send forth your Spirit to renew 
your creation.  Grant now the water of life to all who thirst for you 
that they may bring forth abundant fruit in your glorious kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People:  Amen. 
 



 
SIXTH LESSON  Ezekiel 36:24-28    
 
(Silence for meditation) 
 
Reader:  Almighty and everlasting God, in the miracle of Easter 
you raised your Son for our justification.  Grant that all who are 
brought to new birth and newness of life in the fellowship of the 
body of Christ may show forth in their lives what they confess with 
their lips; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People:  Amen. 
 
 
SEVENTH LESSON  Job 19:20-27    
 
(Silence for meditation) 
 
Reader:  Almighty God, who in the Passover of your Son brought 
us out of sin into righteousness and out of death to life, grant to all 
whom you have sealed by the Holy Spirit with the sign of Christ's 
sacrifice both the will and the strength to speak your Word in all 
the world; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People:  Amen. 
 
 
EIGHTH LESSON  Zephaniah 3:12-20    
 
(Silence for meditation) 
 
Reader:  Look in mercy, O Lord, upon your faithful people, and by 
Word and Spirit bring to completion that good work which you 
have begun in them.  Let all the world see and know that what has 
been cast down is raised up, what has grown old is made new, 
and that the work you have begun in us is being brought to its 
joyful fulfillment in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People:  Amen. 
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